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Issues and Challenges for Federal Geospatial
Information

Peter Folger
Specialist in Energy and Natural Resources Policy

April 27, 2012

Issues and Challenges for Federal Geospatial Information

Some view federal government data as inherently geospatial. According to the Department of the
Interior, the amount of government information that has-a-seespatial component—such as address
or other reference to a physical location—is as much p iven the ubiquity of geospatial
information throughout the federal government, and d ¢ long history of efforts to manage
and coordinate such data articulated in OMB Circular A-16 and its antecedents (See Appendix
for a history of Circular A-16 and its federal policy lineage). ongoing challenges to handling
federal geospatial information can generally be divided into three overarching questions:

2t Hiclolg EM2] 7|C =2}

L= b

oN

F(Save Money - Cost Avoidance)
=(Save Time)

ZC(Increase Productivity)

D= &l 7|10d(Generate Revenue)
OJAHE A A (Support Decision Making)
Of| AF2H 4 2| 2 (Aid Budgeting)

AL 2t53H Automate Workflow)
AYEA| A= (Build an Information Base)

Zkel2t2|(Manage Resources)

g4
ZHCh
2/ gkt (Increase Efficiency)
2t Sk (Increase Accuracy)
Ay
23

A H280|(Improve Access to Organization)
OAtAE D &= R (Increase Communication & Collaboration)

- Christopher Thomas and Milton Ospian, Measuring UP - The Business Case
for GIS, 2004

U.S. General Accounting Office, Geographic Information Systems: Challenges to
Effective Data Sharing, GAO-03-874T, June 10, 2003, p. 5.

The 2006 Annual Report - Federal Geographic Data Committee, 80%-90% of
government information has a spatial component.
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“In which of the following areas do you expect to make the most important big decision in the next year?

Select the one most important decision you expect.”

%Ezl- Global 1135%‘

18%
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72|EAI | M3 E existing -

business

S St Al 2 FA

| -

Entering new

o = industry or
ﬂ'ﬂ'“’u 'I'ﬂ —?E starting new

business

Shrinking
7|-=-.:-A|'%,'|9.| -_’_'|"=_+_ R  existing
E business

= | | Collaborating
FUrE2e| B with competitors

£ Major

investment in
the business

Economist Intelligence Unit & PwC, Gut & Gigabytes, 2014
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The OSGeo4W installer is recommended for regular users or organization deployments. It allows fo
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Looking for the most stable version? Get QGIS 3.22 LTR
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