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Examining the global research trend on ‘vouth at

risk’: Focusing on a keyword network analysis

KyoungPhil Joo® InHeok Lee™

Korea National Open University University of Georgia

The issue of at-risk youths is an important research topic addressed in diverse fields, and
is also regarded as an institutional and practical target group in South Korea by youth and
educational welfare policies and practices. This study conducted frequency analysis and
keyword network analysis on key themes using a total of 114 academic journal articles
through the Web of Science’s database on at-risk youths published for the period from
199 to 2022. The results show that research articles concerning youth at risk were pub—
lished in various academic fields including social work, family studies, education, criminol-
ogy, pscyhology, and so on. The keyword networks indicate sporadic patterns in terms of
the connections among the keywords. Also, the keyword network analysis has resulted in
several main sub—networks. We identified major trends in at-risk youth research and sug—
gested a comprehensive research trend found through the keyword network analysis. On
the basis of our findings, we also discussed implications for theory, research, and practices

on at-tisk youths.

Keywords: Youth at risk, Research trend, Global, Keyword Network Anlaysis
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