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Analyzing the vocational basic skills of adult
learners in continuing education colleges:
the case of University Y

Ryu, Young Chul

Busan University of Foreign Studies, Professor

This study aimed to provide basic data and draw implications for the continuous academic
improvement of adult learners, structuring of non-college programs, career redesign,
program redesign, and restructuring of liberal arts curriculum through the analysis of
various variables on the vocational basic skills of adult learners enrolled in a college
of continuing education (Future Convergence College).

To this end, an online survey was conducted among students enrolled in the Future
Convergence College of Y University in the Southeast region. Measurement tools were
selected through an expert council to analyze basic vocational skills, and the results
are as follows.

First, the positive rate and descriptive statistics of the frequency analysis showed that
the positive rate and mean were relatively lower for problem monitoring, computer and
equipment utilization, leadership, presentation skills, and setting a career vision.
Second, the results of the one-way analysis of variance showed differences in age,
grade, economic activity, and type of high school graduation. In particular, the mean
was lower for those with higher age, lower grade, non-regular employment, and GED.
Third, the results of multiple regression analysis showed that leadership enhancement,
logical speech, report writing, presentation ability, and creative work application had
causal effects on positivity in problem solving, clarity of career vision, moral com-—
petence, and computer literacy.

Based on the results of the study, the following recommendations were made.

First, the curriculum needs to be restructured and linked. As most of the courses

forimproving vocational basic skills are fragmented into liberal arts courses and lack
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organic linkages with major subjects, it is necessary to restructure the curriculum to
strengthen practical linkages between liberal arts and major subjects.

Second, measures to improve basic vocational skills should be taken not only in liberal
arts courses but also in major courses in order to improve these skills in theory and
project practice.

Third, a standardized curriculum should be developed that allows students to acquire

basic vocational skills in stages within the university education period.

Key words: Continuing Education Colleges and Universities, Future Convergence
College, Vocational Basic Skills, Vocational Basic Competency, Adult
Learmners
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