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The Willingness to Have More Children after

Paternity Leave

Min Ju Kim Jung Jae Seo

Dongyang University

This study examines whether taking paternity leave increases fathers' willingness to have
more children. Given that the number of men taking childcare leave is increasing, this
study aims to examine whether taking paternity leave is helping to improve the fertility
rate by increasing the willingness to have more children. Twenty people on paternity leave
under the same conditions were interviewed and their responses analyzed. Results in—
dicated that regardless of the conditions for taking parental leave, for most of the partici-
pants, paternity leave did not affect their willingness to have more children. Even if there
were no problems with the paternity leave system, there was no change in the willingness
to have more children. For those who took parental leave, it did not affect their intention
to have more children than they had originally planned. However, they thought that the
paternity leave system would contribute to increasing the fertility rate even without
changing their willingness to have more children. The results suggest that the paternity
leave system should be made easily accessible to everyone so that paternity leave can
have an early impact on plans to have children. It is necessary to reduce the gap between
individuals’ willingness to have children and the fertility rate in society. Furthermore, this
study suggests rethinking the use of the paternity leave system as a way to increase the
fertility rate.

KeyWords: Paternity Leave, Fertility Rate, Willingness to Have More Children
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