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Influence of Housing Characteristics on Health
and Life Satisfaction of Older Adults

SunSook Park

Tongmyong University

This study aimed to verify the effect of housing characteristics and discrimination experi—
ences of older adults with disabilities concerning their life satisfaction. We used panel data
from the 9th (2014), 12th (2017), and 15th (2020) of the Korea Welfare Panel (KOWEPS)
with 449 older adults with disabilities aged 65 or older in a mixed model for analysis. The
results are as follows. First, the larger the residential area per person and the better the
essential, structural, performance, and environmental facilities, the higher the life sat-
isfaction of the older adults when they own them. Second, the housing cost burden did not
significantly affect life satisfaction. Third, the greater the experience of discrimination, the
lower the life satisfaction of older adults with disabilities. Fourth, in the probability effect
verification, essential facilities and discriminatory experiences of housing characteristics
showed significant changes in life satisfaction. Based on these results, measures to in-

crease the life satisfaction of older adults with disabilities were proposed.

Keywords: Disabilities Elderly, Housing Characteristics, Discrimination Experiences, Life
Satistaction, Mixed Model.
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