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Development of Intonation Correction Program for
North Korean Defectors to Settle in Korea

Sooyeon Lee

Korea University

The purpose of this study is to provide a foundation for active language adaptation educa—-
tion to North Korean defectors who wish to adapt the South Korean society by correcting
their intonation and then verifying the effectiveness. In this study, North Korean defectors
attempt to correct their intonation by visually presenting an the intonation curve using the
voice-analysis program Praat. This is performed to improve their current intonation of the
Hamgyeong dialect by acquiring the basic Korean accent-pattern THLH and sentence
type. An experimental text is designed to improve the tone of the stress mouth pattern, as
well as the boundary tone of the intonation mouth for plain and negative texts. The
intonation of two North Korean defectors are corrected. The result of intonation evaluation
by three language-education experts on a bS-point recut scale indicates significan, im-
provement after proofreading is performed for all sentences. Additionally, the appearance of
the intonation curve before and after intonation correction shows, that the characteristics
of the Korean intonation curve, instead of those of the Hamgyeong dialect, are visually
presented.

Keywords: North Korean defectors, language adaptation, accent correction, intonation, in-
tonation boundary tone, accentual phrase
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