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Traits and Evaluation of the Declaration of Intent
System in Revised North Korean Civil Law in 2024

Youngkyu Kim Jaewoong Lee

Baekseok University Seoul Cyber University

This study examines the declaration of intent system in the 2024 revision of North
Korea's Civil Law and evaluates its potential integration into a unified civil law
framework. The revised code defines the declaration of intent as a legal crucial for juristic
acts (Article 38), acknowledges silence as a form of intent (Article 39), and mandates
truthfulness for validity (Article 43), in alignment with South Korean law. However,
Articles 3 and 4, which treat intent as a tool for centralism, should be abolished with
the introduction of transitional provisions. Concerning abnormal declarations, Article 50,
paragraph 2, which protects third parties acting in good faith, is worth adopting.
Nevertheless, deficiencies in addressing mistakes, fraud, duress, and collusive declara—
tions necessitate the application of South Korean Civil Law (Articles 107—110) to North
Korea after unification through transitional provisions. Article 51, paragraph 2, and
Article 58, paragraph 2, redirecting unjust benefits to the state, should also be repealed.
Finally, the revised code introduces the principle of intent effectiveness upon arrival
(Article 40) and the withdrawal of intent (Article 41), both of which are viable for
inclusion in a unified civil law framework. However, provisions for individuals with
limited capacity and public delivery of intent must be supplemented through transitional

provisions.

KeyWord: revised North Korean Civil Law in 2024, declaration of untrue intention, fic—
titious declaration of intention in collusion, declaration of intention under
mistake, declaration of intention by fraud or duress, when declaration of in—

tention takes effect, transitional provisions.
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