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A Qualitative Study on the Educational Outcomes of
Alternative Schools for North Korean Defector Youth:

Focusing on Urban—Accredited Alternative Schools

YoungA Cho HeeJeong Kim

Sangji University

This qualitative study focused on a specific school to explore the educational outcomes of
alternative schools for North Korean defector. To this end, focus group interviews were
conducted with 27 teachers and graduates of Y School, an urban alternative school, to
examine educational outcomes. The results were qualitatively analyzed using a thematic
analysis. The findings revealed that these schools achieved the following educational out—
comes: progression toward holistic recovery, the ability to live together in harmony, students’
confidence in their academic pursuits, career maturity, and the foundation for North—South
educational integration in preparation for reunification. Key contributing factors included
teachers’ sincerity and expertise, realization of the educational philosophy, a tailored
curriculum establishing an educational foundation, material support, and a supportive and
stable educational environment. Future challenges include developing a societal curriculum,
establishing a stable eductional environment, designing a tailored curriculum for students
from Third World countries, and preventing teacher burnout. Based on these findings, this
paper discusses the educational achievements of alternative schools for North Korean
defector youths from the perspective of their holistic development and social capital
establishment. Enhancing teachers’ capacity to reconstruct the curriculum through stronger

social networks is proposed as a practical task.

Keywords: North Korean defector youth, alternative education, qualitative study, educa—

tional outcomes
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