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A Study on the Community Structural Model of

Youth Welfare Facilities

— Focusing on Youth Shelters, Youth Self—Reliance Support
Centers, and Youth Recovery Support Facilities —

YunNa Kim

Seoul Cyber University

This study developed a community—based structural model of youth welfare facilities in
Korea by applying Geographic Information Systems (GIS) analysis to three key facility
types: youth shelters, independent living centers, and recovery support facilities. Using
geocoded national address data, I have analyzed regional spatial distribution, youth
population—to—facility ratios, facility density, inter facility distances, and transfer routes,
revealing a concentration of facilities in the Seoul metropolitan area and major cities, and
shortages of emergency shelters and independent living centers in rural and some provincial
areas. The nationwide pattern of “short— and long—term shelters plus a small number of
independent living centers” indicates structural weaknesses at both ends of the continuum
of care, leading the study to propose a community—based model featuring lifestyle—
area—based facility networks, functional differentiation at regional hubs, targeted expansion,
and mobile services, and to call for future research that integrates GIS—based spatial analysis

with qualitative and longitudinal designs.

Key words: Youth Welfare Facilities, Youth Shelters, Youth Self—Reliance Support Centers,
Youth Recovery Support Facilities, Community—Based Structure Model
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