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Journal of Future Society

2026. Vol. 17, No. 1, 65~81.
https://doi.org/10.22987/jifs0.2026.17.1.65

What Influences Perceptions of Korean Unification?
Focus on Post—Unification Benefits and Expectations

for Improvements to Social Problems

Yechan Moon

Yonsei University

This study empirically analyzes the factors influencing the perceived necessity of unification
and examines the moderating effect of expectations of post—unification improvements to
social problems on this perception. A multiple—regression analysis was conducted usingdata
from the 2023 Unification Awareness Survey. The results indicate that individuals who
perceive unification to benefit both themselves and the nation tend to recognize its necessity
more strongly. In particular, expectations around reducing income inequality and mitigating
real—estate speculation were found to be significant factors in enhancing the perceived
necessity of unification. This suggests that discussions around unification should not only
emphasize economic benefits, but also consider social equity and the alleviation of inequality.
Additionally, while the perception of greater personal and national benefits from unification
was associated with a stronger recognition of its necessity, the moderating effects of expected
improvements to social problems varied. Specifically, expectations around reducing income
inequality strengthened the relationship between the perceived benefits of unification and
its necessity, whereas other expectations around improvements to social problem did not
show statistically significant moderating effects. By empirically analyzing the key determi—
nants of unification awareness, this study provides critical insights to inform unification
policies and public persuasion strategies. In particular, it highlights the need for a compre—
hensive approach that emphasizes not only economic benefits but also the promotion of

social equity and the reduction of inequality when advocating for unification.

Key words. Unification Awareness, Unification Necessity, Unification Benefits, Social
Problem Improvement, Unification Policy
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Robust standard errors in parentheses ™ p<0.01, ™ p<0.05, * p<0.1
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