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Limitations and Alternatives to Korea's Reserve

Forces Mobilization and Training Withholding System:

A Focus on the Reserve Forces of College Students

Kang Yonggu

Korea National Defense University

The purpose of this study is to analyze the limitations of the college student reserve
forces withholding system among the reserve forces mobilization and training withholding
system and to propose alternatives. The withholding system has undergone many changes
since it was implemented in 1968 under the Establishment of Homeland Reserve Forces
Act(currently the Reserve Forces Act) and the Military Service Act. During this process,
several positive aspects emerged, such as efficient resource management, the provision of
public benefits, and the guarantee of college students’ right to learn, however, negative
aspects have also been raised due to the diversification of occupations and societal changes.
Accordingly, it is desirable to abolish the withholding system for college student reserve
forces to improve equity in reserve forces service and to enhance responsiveness during
the early stages of war. In this study, it was suggested that “partial withholding be lifted
only for the first to fourth years of the college student reserve forces”. Of the total 604,000
individuals on hold for training, the college student reserve forces account for 427,000
(70.7%), Reducing the number of individuals on hold during the first to fourth years would

facilitate progress toward, developing of elite reserve forces.
Key words: Withholding System of Reserve Forces, Reserve Forces of College Students,

Training of Reserve Forces, The Reserve Forces Act, Development of Elite

Reserve Forces
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