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The Moderating Effect of Parental Support on the
Relationship between School Bullying Victimization
and Self—Esteem among Multicultural Adolescents

EungTaek Lee

Gwangju University

This study examined the moderating effect of parental support on the relationship between
school bullying victimization and self—esteem among multicultural adolescents. Data from
the Multicultural Adolescents Panel Study (MAPS 2) were used, incorporating a total of
1,998 participants. Latent Moderated Structural Equation (LMS) modeling was employed to
test the hypotheses. The findings were as follows. First, school bullying victimization did
not have a significant direct effect on self—esteem. Second, the moderating effect of parental
support was statistically significant. Specifically, for adolescents with below—average levels
of parental support, school bullying victimization had a significantly negative impact on
self—esteem. However, for those with above—average levels of parental support, self—esteem
did not decrease even after they experienced school bullying victimization. These results
indicate that the effect of school bullying on self—esteem is contingent on levels of parental
support. Consequently, assessing the level of parental support for multicultural adolescents
experiencing school bullying is a critical factor in preventing their self—esteem problems.

The study discussed practical interventions based on these findings.

Key words: Multicultural Adolescents, School Bullying Victimization, Self—Esteem, Parental
Support, Moderating Effect, MAPS2
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