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Cultural and Arts Policy Directions for Promoting
Cultural Participation among the Living Population

in Population—Declining Areas:
Developing a Cultural Participation Ecosystem Model

WooSeob Kim

Sungkyunkwan University

This study examines cultural and arts policy directions for promoting cultural participation
among the living population in population—declining areas. The study also proposes a cultural
participation ecosystem model explaining how visits by non—resident populations can develop
into sustained participation and local contribution. Twelve policy documents, including
laws, government plans, living population statistics, and public research reports, were selected
and examined through qualitative document analysis. The documents were analyzed across
Six categories: policy target, cultural resources, mode of participation, relationship continuity,
governance, and performance evaluation. The results showed that current policies specify
relatively concrete instruments and indicators for cultural facilities, tourism content, visitor
attraction, and consumption. However, mechanisms linking visits to deeper participation,
relationships with residents and artists, repeated participation, and local contribution remain
underdeveloped. Five policy conditions were derived: local distinctiveness, gradual deepening
of participation, continuity of relationships, collaborative governance, and data—based
feedback. Based on these findings, the study proposes a cyclical ecosystem model linking
local cultural resources, points of cultural contact, participatory experiences, relationship
building, repeated participation, and local contribution. Through the model, the study
introduces the concept of a “culturally connected population.” The findings suggest that
living—population policy should move beyond visitor numbers and consumption toward the
depth of participation, continuity of relationships, and local contribution.

Key words. Population—Declining Areas, Living Population, Staying Fopulation, Regional
Cultural Policy, Cultural Participation Ecosystem
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